
17th International Conference on Penal Abolition 
ICOPA 17: Call for Quilts and Call for Quilt Squares 

  
Dearly Beloved: Call for Quilts 

  
 
Dearly Beloved: We are our own record keepers 
 
Dearly Beloved is a commemoration visioned and initiated by Julia Jordan-Zachary and Viviane 
Saleh-Hanna: two Black mothers in New England who are also professors of Black studies, Women’s 
and Gender Studies, Political Science and/or Crime and Justice Studies. One goal of Dearly Beloved is 
to memorialize and honor those who have been murdered through policing and state sanctioned 
violence. Another is to support movements against the militarized institutions of criminal justice and its 
expanding branches of repression and control. At its core, Dearly Beloved recognizes that Black and 
Indigenous lives have perished through this system for centuries within its varying institutions.  One 
being death emerging through criminal justice now preceded by jim crow and its lynching mechanisms; 
the other being death occurring on plantations and auction blocks simultaneously with death within 
reform schools and reservations and their attempted exterminations, starting with chattel slavery, colonial 
land-theft and genocide. These are the struggles of a “Stolen people on Stolen Lands” (Ulali, Song: 
Going Home, Album: Mahk Jchi, 1996). 
  
We stand here today, survivors of 500 years of this system. We stand in grief for we cannot forget those 
who have fallen victim to this system’s vicious ways: our community, their loved ones and their families. 

  
Inaugural Quilt: 
  
A large collective of intergenerational organizers and artists painted 32 portraits of people who have 
been killed by policing and state sanctioned violence. They range in age from 7 to a 107 years old. They 
include Black and Indigenous children (one of them unborn), men, women, and transwomen who were 
killed between the years of 1969 and 2015. The portraits were been printed on cloth and been sewn into 



a large quilt by a large group of mothers, grandmothers, daughters and granddaughters. The inaugural 
memorial service for Dearly Beloved was held on October 2nd, 2015 and included eulogies written for 
each person. This quilt and the portraits will be available for viewing at ICOPA 17 along with the eulogies 
and poem written for the unknown and unnamed victims of this violence. Currently, another Dearly 
Beloved project is underway in Providence, Rhode Island with a memorial service for that quilt planned to 
take place before ICOPA. If possible, that quilt will also be on display at ICOPA 17. The intention of this 
commemorative project is for Dearly Beloved to travel to as many communities as will host it, as well as 
for local communities to create and organize their own Dearly Beloved quilts and memorial services. 
  

ICOPA 17: Call for Dearly Beloved Quilts 
  
This is a call for Dearly Beloved quilts to be brought to ICOPA 17, planned for July 26 - 29 in New 
Bedford and North Dartmouth, Massachusetts. We invite communities from around the U.S. and world to 
construct their own Dearly Beloved quilts to memorialize and  honor the lives of people killed by policing 
and  state sanctioned violence. These quilts will be displayed at the conference and will hopefully travel 
to future ICOPA gatherings around the world.  
 
Dearly Beloved Quilt Guidelines: 

● Request Permission: It is essential that the families of individuals featured on the quilt give their 
permission for their loved one to be commemorated in this way. If you wish to create a Dearly 
Beloved quilt, you must seek guidance and permission from the families of each person. If the 
person you are memorializing is historic, or has received national/international attention, and you 
cannot locate contact information for immediate family, it is important you represent them in the 
most respectful and accurate manner possible.  

● No profits:  The quilt cannot be used to procure any profit. Fundraising to pay artists and quilters 
for the labor and materials is acceptable.  

● Eulogies: We cannot display Dearly Beloved quilts without the eulogies. Your quilt should 
be accompanied with eulogies for each person commemorated; their stories are central to the 
purpose of the quilt and should be highlighted when the quilt is displayed. These eulogies can be 
written by loved ones or by others who have conducted research on the individual. The eulogies 
should focus on the life and the gifts of each person as well as give context to how they were 
killed. Please ensure your eulogies are in hard copy and ready to be presented alongside the 
quilt. 

● Process: All Dearly Beloved quilts should include squares that feature recognizable portraits of 
each person. However, the process of constructing the quilt is up to the local community. 

  

ICOPA 17: Call for Quilt Squares 
  
In addition to Dearly Beloved quilts, ICOPA 17 is searching for individuals who are willing to create a 
square(s) for a quilt having to do with the theme of penal abolition and the hauntings created by 
the institutions of slavery and of the penal system. 
The contents of the quilts squares can include, but are not limited to: 

● Experiences relating to prison systems 
● Personal and/or collective struggles having to do with the history 

of slavery 



● Visions of prison abolition 
● Connections to ancestral memory, slavery, and abolition 

 
These quilt squares will be displayed at ICOPA and then turned into a quilt that will be displayed at future 
international abolitionist gatherings. 
  
Requirements: 

● Quilt square designs must be 8” x 8” or 20.3cm x 20.3cm 
● There must be a one inch/2.5 cm border around the edge of the design 
● Quilt square must connect to themes listed above 

  
 

Deadline for Dearly Beloved quilt proposals and quilt squares is 
 June 30th, 2017 

  
Submissions should be written in English or Spanish. 
Please provide: 
1.    Full Title 
2.   Names of artist(s) 
3.   A 250 word description of your quilt or quilt squares 

● For Dearly Beloved quilts, please include the names of the people who will be commemorated as 
well as an explanation of how the quilt will be constructed 

4.    Contact information 
  
An image of a mostly completed quilt and/or quilt square must be sent by 
July 15, 2017 for final confirmation of acceptance 
  
Please email all proposals to: icopa17@umassd.edu 
Please type “ICOPA 17 Quilt Proposal” into your subject heading. 
  
For further questions, please email icopa17@umassd.edu 
You can learn more about ICOPA17 on the website: https://icopa17.wordpress.com 
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